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Program Notes
Note from the composer:

Heartfelt Echoes is a personal work dedicated to my mother, who passed away in August 2024. This piece is a reflection of the many cherished memories we 
shared throughout our lives.

Among those memories, one moment stands out vividly. In October 2004, I received the life-changing news that I would debut as a composer with Barnhouse. My 
mother was overjoyed, and the warmth and pride she expressed remains etched in my heart. Her unwavering support and genuine happiness for my achievements 
have been a profound source of inspiration.

Through this piece, I seek to capture the essence of her love and the echoes of her presence that continue to resonate within me. It is a heartfelt tribute to her 
memory, expressing both gratitude and the enduring bond we share, transcending time and space.

Premiered on February 23, 2025, in Kumamoto Prefecture, Japan, by the Hekiraku Ensemble, with the composer conducting.

Rehearsal Suggestions
Aim for a smooth, legato style throughout the piece creating a relaxed and lyrical sound. Strong attacks should be avoided; using soft tonguing will help in 
expressing the lyrical nature of the music effectively.

The 2nd trombone and euphonium share the same part, and achieving a balance in the number of 1st trombone and 2nd trombone and euphonium players will 
make it easier to create a harmonious blend.
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 About the Composer
Naoya Wada was born in Kitakyushu, Fukuoka, Japan in 1986. As an internationally recognized composer, he has been commissioned 
numerous times to write for band, ensembles, and radio programs, and often works as a guest conductor and clinician. He is one of the 
few Japanese composers making significant contributions to educational band music.

His works for concert band, string orchestra, and small ensembles have been performed, published, and recorded worldwide by groups 
ranging from elementary to the professional level. He has received several Bandworld Top 100 recognitions and several J.W. Pepper 
Editor’s Choice citations.

In 2009, he received the 42nd Kitakyushu Cultural Award for meritorious deeds.For 
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